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Lesson Plan: Rooster

Summary

Blade discusses roosters as lively, predatory birds with bold behavior, compares them to
dinosaurs, and revisits the chicken or egg question. He connects domestication to red
junglefowl, recalls local cockfighting history and its nationwide end in 2018, and notes
ongoing urban debates about keeping chickens. He describes roosters hunting insects and
even mice, morning crowing as territory marking, and famous rooster icons. He frames

the morning practice as steady work that builds confidence and attention to detail.
https://www.youtube.com/live/CPd7TMwrj VE?si=OWY oCxi6xtACWoyL

Objective

Students will explain how domestication shaped chickens, summarize behaviors
associated with roosters, and analyze cultural and legal contexts mentioned in the
transcript and 9 Fun Facts.

Standards

e NGSS MS-LS4-2: Apply scientific ideas to construct an explanation for the
anatomical similarities among modern organisms.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development.

e (3 D2.Civ.12.6-8: Assess specific rules and laws to evaluate civic purposes.

Materials

e 9 Fun Facts list
e Worksheet
e Optional: whiteboard or projector, paper and pencils
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Introduction

artisticbiker.com

Briefly preview today’s focus using the transcript summary. Ask students to recall prior

knowledge about domestication and bird behavior. Explain that they will use the
transcript and the 9 Fun Facts to identify behavior, history, and cultural significance

related to roosters.

Activity

1) Silent read the 9 Fun Facts, then annotate two items that connect to domestication or

behavior.

2) In pairs, list three examples from the transcript that illustrate predator behavior or

morning crowing.

3) As a class, discuss how culture and law influence animal husbandry, using the
transcript references to cockfighting and neighborhood rules.
4) Complete the Worksheet.

Assessment

o Exit slip: one precise sentence on why the egg came first, using language from the 9

Fun Facts.

e C(ollect the Worksheet for accuracy and completeness.

Rubric

Criteria

Content Understanding

Discussion
Participation

Worksheet Completion

Technology
Connections

Excellent (4)

Accurately explains
domestication,
behavior, and cultural
context with clear
evidence from
transcript and facts

Frequent, constructive
contributions with
evidence

All items complete,
accurate, and well
supported

Uses facts and
summary to make a
clear modern
connection

Good (3)

Mostly accurate with
minor gaps

Regular contributions
with some evidence

Most items complete
and accurate

Makes a general
connection

Fair (2)

Partial understanding
with notable gaps

Limited contributions,
few references

Some items incomplete
or inaccurate

Vague or limited
connection

Poor (1)

Minimal or inaccurate
understanding

Rarely contributes or
off task

Many items incomplete
or inaccurate

No connection shown
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9 Fun Facts:

1. The egg came first. Eggs existed millions of years before chickens ever
appeared. Reptiles, dinosaurs, and early birds all laid eggs long before
humans domesticated the red junglefowl of Southeast Asia into the chickens
we know today. The first modern chicken hatched from an egg laid by a bird
that was almost, but not quite, a chicken.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/problem-solved-the-egg-came-first-6910803/

2. Rooster breeds are known for beauty and personality. Some roosters
are bred for productivity, others for show. Rhode Island Reds are tough and
reliable, Orpingtons are calm and fluffy, and Leghorns are quick and alert.
Their differences come from centuries of selective breeding for color, size,

and temperament.

https://www.kalmbachfeeds.com/blogs/chickens/7-types-of-rooster-breeds-choosing-the-best-for-your-flock?srsltid=AfmBOooCDNg-
IDMAxvalp5dZtWw-6YV4JGDyY4Rd3vQE 1 Trf8{peZGU2

3. Roosters are living dinosaurs that still hunt. Chickens are direct
descendants of ancient theropod dinosaurs, and their bones, scales, and even
behavior show that link. They still hunt insects and sometimes catch small
animals like mice or lizards. Every rooster strutting around the yard is proof
that dinosaurs never truly disappeared.

https://www.dineachook.com.au/blog/are-chickens-really-
dinosaurs/?srsltid=AfmBOooLxLGY UHANzYbjUAZLCvLgfoyeFbrhvlZJOIJUL52pxH84URio

4. Some roosters were bred for aggression. Gamefowl have been bred and
trained for centuries to fight in human-organized matches. Selective
breeding emphasized strength, courage, and dominance over docility or
appearance. This long history explains why some roosters remain naturally
territorial and combative today.

https://gamecocksunlimited. wixsite.com/gamecocksunlimited/cockfighting-in-socio-historical-context

5. Cockfighting became fully illegal across the United States in 2018. The
federal Farm Bill of 2018 extended the ban to all U.S. territories, making
cockfighting illegal nationwide. Despite this, the practice remains legal in
parts of India, Indonesia, Mexico, South America, the Philippines, and
China. These regions often treat it as cultural tradition or sport.

https://www.lawinfo.com/resources/criminal-law-federal/is-cockfighting-legal-in-the-united-states.html
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6. Roosters crow all day to communicate and defend their space.
Roosters crow for many reasons beyond sunrise, including asserting
dominance, alerting danger, and communicating with hens. The reason
they’re most famous for morning crowing is that dawn is when most birds
sing to mark their territory. It’s nature’s daily roll call for survival.
https://www.almanac.com/why-do-roosters-crow- 10-riveting-facts-about-roosters

7. Texas lawmakers are fighting over the right to raise chickens. A new
bill aims to protect Texans’ right to keep backyard hens for eggs and food
security. Supporters call it “chicken freedom,” arguing that cities shouldn’t
be allowed to ban small flocks. The proposal has sparked debate across
urban and suburban communities, and the outcome is still undecided.

https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/texas-lege-watch-a-house-republican-fights-for-chicken-freedom/

8. The San Diego Chicken became one of America’s most famous
mascots. Debuting in 1974, the San Diego Chicken entertained sports fans
with wild antics and comic showmanship. The character became a pop
culture icon, appearing at thousands of events worldwide and inspiring other

mascots. Few roosters have ever achieved such legendary fame.
https://famouschicken.com/biography/

9. Chicken farming powers a major part of the global economy. The
worldwide poultry industry produces over 135 million tons of meat each
year, worth hundreds of billions of dollars. Global consumption continues to
rise because chicken is affordable and adaptable to nearly every cuisine. The
industry’s growth reflects changing diets around the world.

https://www.poultryworld.net/the-industrymarkets/market-trends-analysis-the-industrymarkets-2/remarkable-dynamics-of-the-global-
poultry-industry-2/
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Worksheet

Name: Date:
Review

1) Fill in the blank: The came first according to the 9 Fun Facts.

2) Name the wild bird domesticated into chickens.

3) List two reasons roosters crow.

Discussion

4) Briefly explain how selective breeding changed rooster traits over time.

5) Describe one cultural or legal issue related to roosters mentioned in the materials.

Data Analysis

6) From the 9 Fun Facts, identify one fact that reflects a global economic trend and
summarize it in one sentence.

7) Using the 9 Fun Facts, compare a behavior of roosters with a behavior of other birds at
dawn.

Reflection

8) In two or three sentences, explain how learning that roosters are “little dinosaurs”
affects how you see their behavior.

9) What is one idea from the 9 Fun Facts that you would explore further, and why?



