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Peg-Legged Pirate Lesson Plan

Summary

In this episode, Blade explored the myth of the peg-legged pirate, focusing on how
art, literature, costumes, and toys created the image we all recognize today. The
discussion covered Howard Pyle’s illustrations, Stevenson’s Treasure Island,
Halloween costumes, and LEGO Pirates, showing how pop culture shaped the myth

more than history did.
Full episode link: https://www.youtube.com/live/RLIAZWvTPWU?si=KX6iYKyxbOxmMSf3

Objective

Students will analyze how myths of the peg-legged pirate were created and
reinforced through illustration, literature, costumes, and toys, and will compare
these myths to historical reality.

Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text
and explain how it is conveyed.

C3.D2.His.14.6-8: Explain multiple causes and effects of events and developments in
the past.

NGSS.MS-ETS1-4: Develop a model to generate data for iterative testing and
modification of a design.

Materials

Whiteboard or chalkboard

Markers or chalk

Copies of the vetted 9 Fun Facts (provided)

Worksheet (provided)

Optional: images of Howard Pyle’s pirate illustrations, Ben Cooper costume ads,
LEGO Pirate sets
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Ask students: “What do you picture when you hear the word pirate?” Collect
answers and list them on the board. Compare student responses to the “standard
pirate kit” of peg leg, eyepatch, hook, parrot, and tricorn hat. Explain that these
familiar features come from fiction and pop culture, not real pirate life.

Activity

Distribute the 9 Fun Facts to students.
Divide the class into small groups, each assigned one or two Fun Facts.
Have groups discuss how their assigned fact contributed to the pirate image we

know today.
Each group presents a short summary of their findings to the class.

As a class, build a timeline from Howard Pyle’s 19th-century illustrations to LEGO

Pirates, showing the growth of the myth.

Assessment

Students will complete the worksheet questions to demonstrate understanding of
the differences between historical fact and cultural myth, and to explain how pirate
imagery became standardized.

Rubric

Criteria
Content

Understanding

Discussion
Participation

Worksheet
Completion

Use of Sources

Excellent (4)

Explains pirate myths
vs facts with detail
from Fun Facts

Actively supports
group work and
presents clearly

All questions
answered thoroughly

References Fun Facts
accurately

Good (3)
Explains myths vs

facts with minor gaps

Participates but with
limited input

Most questions
answered

References Fun Facts
with small errors

Fair (2)
Shows limited

understanding

Minimal participation

Some questions
answered

Limited or unclear
references

Poor (1)
Does not demonstrate

understanding

No participation

Worksheet
incomplete

No references used
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9 Fun Facts

1. The “standard pirate Kkit” is a pop-culture shorthand.?

When most people picture a pirate, they imagine a peg leg, eyepatch,
hook hand, tricorn hat, striped sash, and a parrot. This image isn’t based
on reality but comes from repetition in books, stage plays, movies, and
Halloween costumes.

2. Most of those features are myths more than history.?

Historians say there’s little proof that pirates commonly wore
eyepatches or had wooden peg legs. These traits are modern inventions,
spread by fiction and theater to make pirates instantly recognizable.

3. Real pirates dressed for hard work, not theatre.?

During the Golden Age of Piracy, pirates wore simple clothing like linen
shirts, breeches, jackets, and scarves. These garments were chosen for
practicality and durability at sea, not for dramatic flair.

4, Howard Pyle’s illustrations shaped pirate fashion.*

In the late 19th century, artist Howard Pyle painted pirates in bold,
romantic costumes inspired by Spanish and Romani clothing. His images
became so popular they defined how later artists and costume designers
portrayed pirates.

5. Treasure Island is the single biggest template.®

Robert Louis Stevenson’s 1883 novel gave us Long John Silver, a one-
legged pirate with a parrot on his shoulder. The book’s huge popularity
made its details, maps marked with X’s and flamboyant dress, standard
for all later pirate stories.
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6. Stage and film taught us what a “pirate” looks like.®

The 1950 Disney movie Treasure Island featured Robert Newton's over-
the-top performance as Long John Silver. His swaggering, peg-legged
pirate helped cement the look and even gave us the “Arrr!” accent.

7. Pirate injuries became powerful myths.”

Hooks, eyepatches, and peg legs are some of the strongest symbols in
pirate lore, but scholars point out these details were exaggerated and
spread through fiction, not historical records. They became storytelling
shorthand for survival and toughness.

8. Ben Cooper costumes made the pirate kit a Halloween staple.?
By the 1970s, children could buy boxed pirate outfits with plastic masks
and printed vinyl suits from costume maker Ben Cooper. These
affordable sets helped lock the peg leg, patch, and hat into the cultural
image of a Halloween pirate.

9. LEGO Pirates carried the trope into toys.’

When LEGO launched its Pirates line in 1989, it included figures with
hooks, peg legs, parrots, and treasure maps. These toys spread the
theatrical version of pirates to a new generation of children around the
world.

Deeper Dive Sources

https://www.historyhit.com/what-did-pirates-really-wear/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/peg-leg-pirates-real-eyepatches/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1839 /pirate-clothing-in-the-golden-age-of-piracy/
https://whyy.org/articles/pirates-of-pizazz-delaware-art-museum-celebrates-century-with-pyles-iconic-images/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Treasure-Island
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/film-version-treasure-island-gave-us-our-image-pirates-180967149/
https://news.asu.edu/20240731-arts-humanities-and-education-hooks-and-peg-legs-asu-professor-examines-myths-about
https://plaidstallions.com/bencooper/76.html

https://www.museumofplay.org/blog/go-figure/
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Worksheet

Name: Date:

Review
1. List the five parts of the “standard pirate kit.”

2. Why were peg legs and eyepatches unlikely to be common among real pirates?

Discussion

3. How did Howard Pyle’s illustrations influence later depictions of pirates?

4. Why did Stevenson’s Treasure Island have such lasting influence on pirate myths?

Data Analysis

5. Compare the real clothing of pirates (Fun Fact #3) to Howard Pyle’s costumes (Fun Fact
#4). What differences stand out?

6. How did mass-produced costumes and toys reinforce pirate myths in modern culture?

Reflection

7. Do myths like the peg-legged pirate harm or help our understanding of history? Explain
your answer.

8. Can you think of another historical myth or stereotype that pop culture created?
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