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Converse All Star Lesson Plan

Summary

In this episode, Blade sketched a neon yellow Converse All Star charm while
reflecting on the history of the shoe. He discussed its 1917 basketball origins, Chuck
Taylor’s role in spreading its popularity, its dominance in the 1950s and 60s, its
crossover into skateboarding, and its shift into everyday wear. The stream also
highlighted how sneakers blurred the line between casual and formal, how
miniatures like baby shoes and toy versions emerged, and how Converse has

remained an enduring cultural symbol.
Episode Link: https://www.youtube.com/live/Vbms6rHqcNU?si=qF3h0gebrAyGNd-G

Objective

Students will analyze the historical and cultural impact of Converse All Stars,
connecting the evolution of footwear to broader changes in sports, fashion, and
society.

Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine the central ideas of a source and
provide an accurate summary.

e NGSS HS-ETS1-2: Design a solution by breaking down a complex real-world
problem into smaller, more manageable problems.

e (3.D2.His.14.9-12: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives
of people during different historical eras.

Materials
- Required: Vetted 9 Fun Facts list (provided)

- Required: Worksheet (provided)
- Optional: Images of Converse All Stars (historical and modern)

- Optional: Short video clip or article on sneaker culture
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Introduction

Begin by showing students the Fun Facts list. Ask: “Why do you think this shoe
design has lasted for over 100 years?” Introduce the idea that footwear can reflect
cultural changes in sports, fashion, and society.

Activity

1. Review the Fun Facts as a class.

2. In groups, students will create a short timeline of Converse All Stars, highlighting
key moments such as the 1917 launch, Chuck Taylor’s promotion, and the spread
into mainstream fashion.

3. Each group will discuss how sneakers reflect larger cultural shifts, such as dress
codes, sports popularity, and branding.

4. Groups will share their insights with the class.

Assessment

- Students complete the worksheet questions.

- Group participation in discussion and timeline activity.

- Teacher evaluates responses for understanding of cultural impact and historical

sequence.

Rubric

Criteria Excellent (4) Good (3) Fair (2) Poor (1)
Content Shows full grasp of Shows good grasp Shows partial Shows little

Understanding

Discussion
Participation

Converse history and
cultural impact

Actively contributes
with relevant ideas

with minor gaps

Participates with
some prompting

understanding

Minimal participation

understanding

No participation

Worksheet All answers accurate Most answers Some answers Few or no answers
Completion and complete accurate and attempted

complete
Technology Connects content to Mentions some Few connections No connections
Connections cultural/media connections made

examples
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9 Fun Facts

1. The Converse All Star was introduced in 1917 as a basketball shoe. It
originally had a rubber sole and canvas upper and was made for players to get
better grip on wooden gym floors. The design was soon called the “Non-Skid” shoe.
In those early years most basketball shoes were more basic, Converse made
something built specifically for the sport.

2. Chuck Taylor joined Converse in the early 1920s and helped improve the
shoe’s design and popularity. He wasn’t just a name attached; he suggested
changes that gave better ankle support and flexibility. He also traveled the country
teaching basketball and promoting the shoe through clinics. Because of him, the
shoe wasn’t just worn, it was known.

3. By the mid-20th century Converse All Stars became the dominant basketball
shoe. In the 1950s and 1960s, they were worn by college and professional players
almost everywhere. Converse captured a large part of the basketball-shoe market
because of the All Star’s design, durability, and early adoption in organized play.

4. Skateboarders adopted Converse All Stars because their flat soles give
better board control. The grip and flexibility of the All Star make it easier for
skaters to feel and move with the board. It shifted Converse from pure sports gear
into street and skate culture. That adoption helped keep the shoe relevant even as
basketball-use declined.

5. Sneakers (including Converse) moved into mainstream everyday wear
because they offered comfort and casual style. Over the 20th century, cultural
changes made casual dress more acceptable in schools, workplaces, and social
settings. Comfort, affordability, and the way sneakers looked all played a part.
People started wearing them not just for play or sports, but for class, work, and
fashion.



Converse All Star Lesson Plan artisticbiker.com

6. Hybrid styles emerged that blend sneaker comfort with dress-shoe
appearance. Companies began designing sneakers that look more refined —with
leather, sleeker cuts, or muted colors—so that they work in dressier environments.
This has blurred the line between “formal” and “casual” footwear. It helps people
who are on their feet all day stay comfortable without looking too sporty.

7. Baby versions of Converse became fashion statements, not just foot
coverings. Parents now often buy tiny All Stars for infants, not because infants need
those specific shoes, but because of style and symbolism. The shoes become cute
accessories and markers of identity, even before the child can walk. This shows how
the shoe’s image extends beyond pure function.

8. Other companies have imitated the Converse All Star design, showing how
iconic it has become. Over the years, many brands have copied the distinctive high-
top look, rubber toe cap, and star-like styling of Converse shoes. Converse has even
taken legal action against dozens of companies for selling sneakers that too closely
resembled the Chuck Taylor. The lawsuits highlight just how recognizable and
culturally valuable the design is.

9. The Converse All Star symbol remains widely recognizable even though it’s
no longer the top performance shoe. Many people—even those who aren’t
sneaker-fans—can spot a high-top with the star ankle patch and know it’s “like
Chucks.” Its look shows up in movies, art, music, fashion shoots, and streetwear. The
design has become a cultural icon more than just athletic equipment.

Deeper Dive Sources

https://about.nike.com/en/stories/converse-chuck-taylor-all-star-iconic-sneaker-true-history

https://www.hoophall.com/hall-of-famers/chuck-taylor/

https://www.shoepalace.com /blogs/all/converse-basketball-a-brief-histor

https://www.instyle.com/history-of-converse-7098393

https://digitalweekday.com/2021/10/11/how-sneaker-culture-has-become-more-mainstream
https://putthison.com/dress-sneakers-are-alarmingly-popular

https://www.modernretail.co/operations/athletic-footwear-brands-are-expanding-into-kids-shoes/

https://www.worldfootwear.com/news/converse-sues-dozens-of-companies-over-chuck-taylor-imitations/553.html
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https://www.instyle.com/history-of-converse-
7098393#:~:text=While%20Converse%20made%20its%20name,to%20cater%20to%20another%20demographic.



https://about.nike.com/en/stories/converse-chuck-taylor-all-star-iconic-sneaker-true-history
https://www.hoophall.com/hall-of-famers/chuck-taylor/
https://www.shoepalace.com/blogs/all/converse-basketball-a-brief-history
https://www.instyle.com/history-of-converse-7098393
https://digitalweekday.com/2021/10/11/how-sneaker-culture-has-become-more-mainstream/
https://putthison.com/dress-sneakers-are-alarmingly-popular/
https://www.modernretail.co/operations/athletic-footwear-brands-are-expanding-into-kids-shoes/
https://www.worldfootwear.com/news/converse-sues-dozens-of-companies-over-chuck-taylor-imitations/553.html
https://www.instyle.com/history-of-converse-7098393#:~:text=While%20Converse%20made%20its%20name,to%20cater%20to%20another%20demographic
https://www.instyle.com/history-of-converse-7098393#:~:text=While%20Converse%20made%20its%20name,to%20cater%20to%20another%20demographic
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Worksheet

Name: Date:

Review

1. In what year were Converse All Stars first introduced?

2. What made the shoe’s sole design special compared to others at the time?

Discussion

3. How did Chuck Taylor help promote Converse shoes beyond just being a
salesman?

4. Why do you think Converse appealed to skaters as well as basketball players?

Data Analysis

5. Create a simple timeline with at least four major events in Converse history (use
Fun Facts #1-#5).

6. What cultural changes allowed sneakers to move into mainstream daily wear?

Reflection

7. Why do you think Converse remains a cultural icon more than 100 years after its
creation?

8. What does the history of Converse teach us about the relationship between
design, culture, and identity?
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